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Note: Responses below have been reviewed by SHPO, ASM, and ADOT 
 
General 
 
1. What kinds of abstracts are required for monitoring, testing, and data recovery 
reports?   There is not currently a standardized abstract for nonsurvey projects. ASM and 
SHPO both advocate use of a modified version of the SHPO survey report abstract (i.e., not 
just an executive/management summary). 
  
SRSF 
  
2. Can you define negative survey?  If you find nothing but there previously was a 
property recorded in the project area, like a RR crossing, this is NOT a negative 
survey, correct? What if you find isolated occurrences (IOs)?  A negative survey has no 
prehistoric or historic archaeological sites, buildings, or structures, but it may include IOs. If 
a previously recorded site is no longer present (because the site was destroyed, a site location 
was in error and you found it elsewhere, etc.) in the project area, then it is a negative survey.  
Make sure to include your explanation as to why a previously recorded site is no longer 
present in the project area. A negative survey may include IOs if they are considered 
ineligible for inclusion in the A/NRHP.  We recommend you contact your reviewing agency 
if there’s a question about IO eligibility or if you think SHPO might question your IO 
eligibility recommendation. 
  
3. What if you find nothing during the field survey but there are prehistoric canals 
projected to cross your project area, like in the city of Phoenix?  What about 
archaeological sites, such as one of the Booster sites in the City of Phoenix, for which 
we have no real information and no one has verified because it is in such an urban 
area?  It is not a negative survey if prehistoric canals are projected to cross the project area, 
whether the information derives from historic maps or aerial images or modern research 
trajectories. As above, in #2, if there is no physical evidence and little information (i.e., site 
location only) about a previously recorded site, then you can consider it a negative survey 
provided you include justification. However, this does not pertain to deeply buried 
archaeological sites or known sites in plowed fields, for which surface remains are not visible. 
  
4. Do we need only the name of the USGS quadrangle or also its trinomial 
designation (e.g. AA:12 NW)? Only the name of the USGS quadrangle is necessary. 
 
5.  “Study Area” is not defined explicitly but is used in a lot of places. Is it the 
background search radius area?   Yes, the study area is the background research search 
radius. 
 
6. If “Study Area” does include the entire 1-mile search radius, then am I correct that 
we need to research the National Register status of sites that are outside of our 
APE?    I have questions about obtaining this information and presenting it properly. 
The eligibility status should be included if it is available in AZSITE or from an agency 
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compliance record/consultation letter, and it is only necessary for those sites within the APE 
or project area. The eligibility status should be Recommended (by recorder), Determined (by 
Agency or SHPO), or Unevaluated. 
 
7.  Survey report standards state that a GLO map is not needed as a figure if there are 
no features in the APE. Is one still needed for a stand-alone SRSF for a negative 
survey even if there are no features? No, the GLO is not necessary if there are no features 
present within the APE. However, you must indicate what maps you examined. 
 
8.   Does the background research map need to depict all standing NRHP properties 
as well as archaeological sites within the search radius?  For federal undertakings, depict 
those properties within the APE for direct, indirect, and cumulative effects; or, consult with 
the reviewing agency on a case-by-case basis. 
  
Report Standards Document 
  
9. The map examples at the end of this document include a “vicinity map” (Figure 
E.1). Is this required by SHPO? It isn’t mentioned anywhere else.  The vicinity map is 
not required.  
  
10. Is there an example of a project area map (shown at the exact 1:24,000 scale that is 
required), showing all the required elements? Working on it! 
  
11. Do you have an example of an acceptable (labeled and legible) AZSITE 
screenshot? In my experience, they are almost never legible.  We will accept the 
screenshot for submittals with the SRSF only, and with its current quality, at a reasonable 
scale (do not reduce the image). Provide separate screen shots for sites and surveys when 
there’s an abundance of information.  
  
12. Regarding the new SHPO Abstract: I noticed there is a "Summary" at bottom, but 
no place for "Recommendations".  Should this include consultant recommendations? 
Include general recommendations regarding eligibility, avoidance or treatment of the 
identified sites, but do not include a finding of project effect.  


