
ARS 41-864  
Review of Agency Plans 

The state historic preservation officer has thirty 
working days in which to review and comment 
on any plans of a state agency which involve 
property which is included or may qualify for 
inclusion on the Arizona register of historic 
places, including any construction project, sale, 
lease or acquisition of historic properties, to 
ensure that the prehistorical, historical, 
architectural or culturally significant values will 
be preserved or enhanced. 



ARS 41-864  
Review of Agency Plans 

•  SHPO has 30 working days to review and 
comment on agency plans involving property 
included on or qualifying for the Arizona 
Register of Historic Places (ARHP).  

•  SHPO’s responsibility: Ensure that the 
following values are preserved or enhanced:  
–  Prehistorical values 
–  Historical values 
–  Architectural values  
–  Culturally significant values 



Basic Steps in the Review of 
Agency Plans 

•  Step I:  Describe Agency Plan 
•  Step II:  Identify & Evaluate Properties 
•  Step III:  Assess Effects of Plan on 

properties listed on or eligible for the 
ARHP   

•  Step IV:  Eliminate or Minimize Harm to 
properties on or eligible for the ARHP 



Step I.  Agency Plan 

•  A state project, activity, program, 
permit, or license involving a property 
listed in or eligible for the ARHP 

•  A plan that has potential to impact or 
alter a property listed in or eligible for 
the ARHP 
 



Step I.  Agency Plan 
Examples 

•  Renovation, rehabilitation, modification, 
demolition, abandonment of buildings or 
structures 

•  Sale, lease or transfer of real property 
•  New construction, infrastructure development 
•  Issuing a right of way, easement, permit 
•  Granting state funds or licenses for various 

types of projects 
 



Step I. 
Identify the Scope of the Plan 

•  Consider all of the activities involved in 
the plan that may have an effect on 
ARHP listed or qualifying properties 

•  Identify the geographic area of the 
project including 
– Alternative project sites 
– Staging areas and construction corridors 

•  Additional effects 

 



Step I.  Identify Other Parties 
 
•  Agency identifies other state, county, 

municipal, Tribal, public, and federal agencies 
that may have legal jurisdiction or interest in 
the plan 

•  Agency can seek assistance from the SHPO 
to identify other interested parties 

•  Consult with other parties early and often 

 



Step I.  
Begin Formal Consultation 

with SHPO 
•  Provide SHPO with a full description of 

the plan 
•  Follow “Standards for Inventory 

Documents Submitted for SHPO 
Review in Compliance with Historic 
Preservation Laws” 

•  Seek recommendations from the SHPO 
 



Step II. 
Identify Historic Properties 

•  Conduct identification efforts with assistance 
from appropriate professionals such as 
archaeologists, architects, historians, 
ethnographers/ethnohistorians, and/or Native 
American practitioners 
–  Archival Records Search 
–  Electronic Inventory (AZSITE) 
–  Field Survey 

•  Use  “State Standards for Conducting and 
Reporting Cultural Resource Surveys” 



 
 

Step II.  Evaluate Properties  
 •  If no properties present, Agency notifies 

SHPO.  
•  Agency applies the ARHP criteria for eligibility 

to properties identified during survey efforts 
•  Agency provides the SHPO with its opinions/

recommendations on the eligibility of 
identified properties and supporting 
documentation 

•  The SHPO reviews the agency’s findings and 
provides comments and determinations 

 



Step III.  Findings 
•  No ARHP Properties Affected 

–  the SHPO determines in consultation with the 
Agency that no ARHP listed or qualifying 
properties are in the area affected by the plan 

•  No Adverse Affect 
–  there are ARHP listed or qualifying properties 

present but the plan will not affect them 

•  ARHP Properties May be Affected 
–  The plan may or will affect properties listed or 

qualifying for the ARHP 

•  ARHP Status Cannot Be Determined 
–  Requires more information, such as eligibility 

testing or archival research 
–  Resubmit results to SHPO for evaluation 

 
 
 



Step III. Criteria for Assessing 
Harm/Effects/Enhancement  

•  Destruction, damage, or alteration to all or 
part of a property 

•  Loss of integrity 
•  Neglect or abandonment of a property, 

resulting in its deterioration or destruction 
•  Transfer, lease, or sale of the property or 

the land it is on 
•  Improvement of a property by adherence to 

Secretary of Interior Standards 



Step IV.  Consult to Eliminate 
or Minimize Harm/Effect 

•  Agency consults with the SHPO (and any 
other parties) to minimize or eliminate harm 
by: 
–  Modifying plan to eliminate or minimize harm to 

ARHP listed/eligible properties 
–  Enhance the property’s historic, archaeological, 

architectural, or culturally significant values 
–  Mitigate the harm- e.g., document the property or 

conduct data recovery 
•  Follow SHPO Standards for Documentation: 

–  Standards for Documentation of Historical 
Properties (Buildings and Structures) 

–  State Documentation Standards for 
Archaeological Properties  
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