
 

         

                                             MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
                                       ARIZONA STATE PARKS BOARD 
                                                         May 20, 2015 
_________________________________________________ 
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. on Wednesday, May 20, 2015, 
in the Arizona State Parks offices located at 1300 W. Washington Street, Phoenix, 
Arizona.  
  
Board Members Present 
R.J. Cardin, Chairman; Kay Daggett, Vice-Chairman (via teleconference); Alan Everett; 
Shawn Orme; Orme Lewis, Jr.  
 
Board Members Absent  
Mark Brnovich; David Trimble 
 
Staff Members Present 
Sue Black, Executive Director (via teleconference); Kent Ennis, Deputy Director; Jay 
Ream, Deputy Director, Parks and Development; Monica Enriquez, Public Information 
Officer.  
 
Attorney General’s Office 
Edwin Slade, Assistant Attorney General 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER – Roll Call  

Chairman Cardin called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.  
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mr. Ream led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
C. INTRODUCTIONS OF BOARD MEMBERS AND AGENCY STAFF – Board 

Statement - “As Board members we are gathered today to be the stewards and 
voice of Arizona State Parks and its Mission Statement to manage and conserve 
Arizona’s natural, cultural and recreational resources for the benefit of the people, 
both in our parks and through our partners.” 
The Board and Staff introduced themselves. Mr. Everett read the Board Statement.  
 
 
 



 

 

D. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT – The Arizona State Parks Executive Director 
will give an update to the Arizona State Parks Board. 
 
Director Black gave a presentation about the first 99 days since she has been 
Director of Arizona State Parks. She welcomed new board members. She noted she 
is the first Arizona State Parks Director to be appointed by the Governor. She said 
Governor Ducey came to visit the State Parks office and met with her. She met with 
each member of the Legislature. She said there was a meeting of all the Park 
Managers that hadn’t occurred in about eight years and Senator Pierce attended 
and spoke to the group. She also met with other State agencies and is working to 
partner with them. She spoke about the agency going for the Gold Medal Award and 
CAPRA Accreditation from the National Recreation and Parks Association. She said 
the agency is working on succession planning due to upcoming agency-wide 
retirements. 
 

E. CALL TO THE PUBLIC – Those wishing to address the Board must register at the 
door and be recognized by the Chair.  Presentation time may be limited to three 
minutes at the discretion of the Chair; the Chair may limit a presentation to one 
person per organization.  The Board may direct staff to study or reschedule any 
matter for a future meeting. 
 
There were no comments from the public.  
 

F. BOARD ACTION ITEMS  
1. Approve Minutes of March 18, 2015 Arizona State Parks Board Meeting.  

 
Mr. Everett motioned to approve the minutes of March 18, 2015. Ms. Orme 
seconded the motion. The motion passed.  
 

2. Consider Appointment of Sarah Kirk, Arizona State Parks Law Enforcement 
Officer – Staff recommends the Arizona State Parks Board designate Sarah Kirk 
as an Arizona State Parks Law Enforcement Officer.  
 
Mr. Ream noted Ranger Kirk works at Kartchner Caverns. ASP is in need of her 
LE expertise.  
 
Ms. Daggett motioned that the Arizona State Parks Board, pursuant to A.R.S. 
Title 41, Chapter 3, 41-511.09, confer upon Sarah Kirk the full authority and 
powers of a Peace Officer for the protection of the Parks and Monuments against 
damage and for the preservation of peace therein contingent upon her successful 
completion of training at the Southern Arizona Law Enforcement Training Center 
on May 21, 2015.  
 
Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed. Mr. Ream said staff would 
be present at her graduation to congratulate her.  
 



 

 

3. Discuss and Recommend Changes to the OHV/RTP Grant Criteria and 
Response Forms – Grant staff recommends the Arizona State Parks Board 
approve changes to the grant criteria based on the updated Arizona Trails 2015 
Kent said public surveys following approval of trails plan moved to change the 
waiting criteria for rtp and ohv grants to reflect changes as seen in trails plan.   
 
Mr. Ennis said the due to the new Trails Plan (download from the 
AZStateParks.com website) that has already been approved by the Board, the 
waiting period criteria has been changed for RTP and OHV grants. These are 
due to comments received in the process for approval of the Trails Plan.  
 
Mr. Ennis said the new grant scoring will help projects score better and includes 
bonus categories to make the grant process more competitive. The changes 
being recommended to the Board has gone through the public process and 
AORCC, OHVAG and ASCOT have unanimously agreed to the criteria.  
 
Mr. Everett motioned that the Arizona State Parks Board approve the Grant 
Rating Criteria for the 2015 motorized and non-motorized Grant Program Criteria 
per the recommendations of the OHVAG, ASCOT, AORCC and staff.  
 
Ms. Orme seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

  
4. Consider Funding January 2015 Statewide OHV Program Motorized Grants – 

Staff recommends that the Arizona State Parks Board approve the seven Off-
Highway Vehicle program motorized grant projects totaling $1,098,581 from the 
state Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Fund and the federal Recreational Trails 
Program. 
 
Mr. Ennis said there was 1.2 million in applications and ASP is awarding 1.1 
million. He said $452,000 comes from OHV and the rest from the RTP federal 
fund.  There are seven projects being awarded.     
 
Ms. Daggett motioned the Arizona State Parks Board to approve funding for 
seven Statewide OHV Program motorized grant projects totaling $1,098,581, 
consistent with the AORCC and OHVAG recommendations and that the 
remainder of the money be awarded to Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Arizona Strip project, consistent with Off-Highway Vehicle Advisory Group 
(OHVAG) recommendations. Staff may determine the portion of funding to be 
allocated for each project from the state Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Fund 
and the federal Recreational Trails Program (RTP), and authorize the Executive 
Director, or her designee, to execute the appropriate agreement.   
 
Mr. Everett seconded the motion. The motion passed.  

 
5. Consider Funding January 2015 Non-Motorized RTP Grants – Staff recommends 

that the Arizona State Parks Board approve the use of $509,780 in funds from 



 

 

the federal Recreational Trails Program for the top eight highest scoring projects 
submitted.  Additionally, staff recommends that the Board approve the next three 
highest scoring projects, should additional funding become available.  
 
Mr. Ennis said these monies are from the Federal RTP program. Eight projects 
totaling nearly $510,000 have been considered. AORCC and OHVAG have both 
unanimously approved the grants. He noted there is a wide range of non- 
motorized projects and there was more demand than funds available.   
 
Ms. Daggett motioned the Arizona State Parks Board to approve funding in the 
amount of $509,780 from the federal Recreational Trails Program (RTP) for the 
top eight highest scoring projects identified on the attachment, and authorize the 
Executive Director, or her designee, to execute the appropriate agreements.  
 
Mr. Everett seconded the motion. The motion passed.  
 

     6. Consider Funding the 2015 RTP Trail Maintenance Program – Staff recommends      
          funding the five trail maintenance projects for a total of $150,000. 

 
Mr. Ennis said Arizona State Parks created an application form. Project sponsors 
who have not received funding in the last two cycles have first priority. Eight 
applications were received by the deadline. Five of those were selected and had 
never received these funds before and would receive $30,000 each. ASCOT 
reviewed and scored the applications. 
 
Mr. Everett motioned the Arizona State Parks Board to approve funding the five 
trail maintenance projects requesting a total of $150,000. Should funds become 
available, they will be reallocated to the three remaining projects based on the 
order recommended by the Arizona State Committee on Trails.  
 
Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. Chairman Cardin abstained. The motion passed.  
   

   7. Consider Approval pursuant to A.R.S. § 41-519.01 (C)(2) the	  Recommendation 
of the Arizona State Parks Board to Purchase 320 Acres of State Trust Land for 
the Yarnell Hill Memorial Board for the purpose of a memorial.  
 
Chairman Cardin said he was excited and humbled about this action item.  
 
Mr. Ream said he was honored to be part of this process. He said in April the 
Yarnell Hill Memorial Board recommended the purchase of land at the site where 
the 19 firemen perished. The purchase will come of out of general fund dollars for 
320 acres. The auction will take place two years to the date that the tragedy 
occurred in Yavapai County on June 30, 2015. The site has been appraised at 
$304,000 with expenses of $9,120.  
 



 

 

Mr. Everett asked if there would be vehicle access to the site. Mr. Ream said 
there would be trail access because the site would run through private land.  
 
Chairman Cardin said he would like continued updates on future agendas. 
Director Black said she would be happy to give the Board as many details as 
they would like.  
 
Ms. Orme motioned the Arizona State Parks Board authorize the Executive 
Director or her designee to purchase 320 acres of Arizona State Trust Land 
pursuant to A.R.S. 41-519.01 (C)(2), as presented in Attachment A and B for the 
purpose of establishing the Yarnell Hill Memorial.  
 
Mr. Everett seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
 
Director Black said this is a truly historic moment. She thanked those involved in 
the process including Representative Fann, Senator Pierce, Acting Land 
Commissioner David Trimble and state partners that have come together to 
create this state park. She said the families are moved this is happening.   
 

8. Consider Amending the Arizona State Parks FY 2016 Capital Improvement Plan 
- Staff recommends that the Arizona State Parks Board amend the FY 2016, 
Capital Improvement Plan as presented. 
 

Mr. Ream noted the Board usually approves this agenda item in July but it was 
moved up because the Joint Committee on Capital Review will need to approve it 
at their meeting in June.  

  
He said the amendments are included in the agenda packet attachment for this 
agenda item.  

 
Ms. Daggett motioned that the Arizona State Parks Board approve the amended 
Arizona State Parks Capital Improvement Plan for fiscal year 2016 as presented.  

 
Mr. Lewis seconded the motion. The motion passed.  
 

G. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
1. Revenue Forecast by Major Fund and Park Visitation Update 
 

Mr. Ennis said the State Parks visitation is up 4% year-to-date. The State Parks 
Revenue Fund is up 7% year-to-date and is ahead of forecast. The Off-Highway 
Vehicle Recreation Fund is up 3% year-to-date and ahead of forecast. The State 
Lake Improvement Fund is 15% ahead year-to-date. 

 
2. State Parks Operations Status Update  

Mr. Ream said Picacho Peak has been open seasonally the past four years. It is 
now open year-round and will not close in summer. There were not any other 



 

 

changes in Operations Status. The list of Parks can be downloaded from the 
AZStateParks.com website. 

   
3. Legislative Update 

Mr. Ream said it was a short legislative session. The complete list of bills can be 
read on p. 47 of the agenda packet. It can be downloaded from the 
AZStateParks.com website.  

 
4. Cattail Cove Concession Area Status Update 

Mr. Ream said the contract with Sandpoint, Inc. ended on January 31, 2015. 
Arizona State Parks has until February 28, 2016 to negotiate the end of contract 
with Sandpoint, Inc.  
 
Mr. Slade said Arizona State Parks has until that date but may begin negotiation 
prior to that date. When ready, an Executive Session may be called to discuss 
with the Board.  
 
Mr. Everett asked if it could be discussed further at the July 15, 2015 Parks 
Board meeting.  

 
5. Request for Proposal (RFP) Status Update 

Mr. Ennis said only a handful of bids had been received from concession 
operations. There is a plan for an extension. When the RFP’s come back the 
Board will have the opportunity to review them and make comments before going 
forward.  

 
H. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING AND CALL FOR FUTURE AGENDA 

ITEMS  
1. The next Arizona State Parks Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 

15, 2015 at 10:00 AM.  Location to be determined.   
 
Future Meeting Dates: 

July 15, 2015 October 21, 2015 
August 19, 2015 November 18, 2015 
September 23, 2015  

 
Chairman Cardin would like to look at the next five years strategic plan at the July 15, 
2015 meeting. He said he work with Director Black on that for the meeting.   

 
2. Board members may wish to discuss issues of interest to Arizona State Parks 

and request staff to place specific items on future Board meeting agendas.  
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m.  


